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B E F O R E  Y O U  B E G I N

What is a paradox?
A paradox is a statement that sounds as if it cannot be true, because it seems to say two
opposite things at once. Look closer, and both turn out to be true.

Everyday life is full of them. You may already know these:

HOLD  IT  LOOSELY

To keep a handful of
sand, you hold it
loosely. Squeeze it,
and it runs through
your fingers.

BURY  IT  TO  SAVE  IT

To save a seed, you
bury it. Kept safe in a
jar, it never becomes
anything.

TIRED  TO  GROW

STRONG

A muscle grows
stronger by being
worked until it is
tired, and then rested.

WEIGHT  THAT

STEADIES

A sailboat stays
upright because of
the heavy keel hidden
below the waterline.

A paradox is not the same thing as a contradiction.

A  CONTRADICTION

Two claims that cannot both be right. One of
them is simply wrong, and the fix is to find out
which.

A  PARADOX

Two claims that seem to fight, yet each is true
in its own way or at its own time. The puzzle
goes away once you see how they fit.

Why this work is full of them. The work is written for people who tried everything and still could not get
well, and for those who serve them. Many of those people ran into the same wall: the harder they tried, the
worse it got. Ordinary rules stopped working for them, and the truths that fit their lives often sound
backward at first. Scripture is full of the same kind of truth: the last will be first; whoever loses his life will
find it; power is made perfect in weakness.

This guide gathers twenty-six of the paradoxes found across the work, in seven families:

1. When Trying Makes It Worse (surrender and effort)

2. Strength Made Perfect in Weakness (weakness and

strength)

3. Keep the Walls, Build the Doors (limits and openness)

4. Who You Really Are (identity and the self)

5. The God Who Reaches In (God near and beyond)

6. Sudden and Slow (time and change)

7. The Work Outlives the Worker (ownership and

stewardship)

HOW  TO  READ  EACH  PARADOX

The two sides The two things that seem to fight, side by side. The gold where the rings
overlap is where both are true.

The paradox Both sides, said in one line.
In his words Where the work says it, quoted exactly, with the source named.

In plain words What it means, with an everyday picture.
Going deeper A few lines more, for the reader who wants them.

A question to sit with One question to carry with you. There is no right answer to give anyone.
Scripture Cited in the work marks a passage the work itself ties to this paradox. A

passage that fits marks one added for this guide.
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The trying ran out
STRENGTH  RUNS  OUT THE  DOOR  OPENS

The door does not open with more strength. It opens when the strength runs out.

“The door does not open by force. It opens when the self that has been doing the trying
finally runs out.”
THE  TRYING  RAN  OUT

IN  PLA IN  WORDS

Most problems get better when we try harder. Study more and you learn more; train more
and you get stronger. This work is about one kind of problem where that rule breaks. The
person doing the trying is the one holding the door shut, so the door opens at the moment
the trying finally gives out. From the outside, that moment can look like failure. In this
work, it is how the door opens.

GOING  DEEPER

The work calls this surrender. Surrender here does not mean giving up on getting well. It
means giving up on getting well by force. It is the turning point of his own story: on 01SEP2017,
the trying ran out.

? A  QUEST ION  TO  S IT  WITH

Where in your life has trying harder stopped working?

Cited in the work: 2 Corinthians 12:9 A passage that fits: Zechariah 4:6

The harder you fight, the further it goes
FIGHT  HARDER FALL  FURTHER

For this one problem, more effort makes things worse.

“The harder I fought it, the further away it got.”
THE  TRYING  RAN  OUT

1 F A M I L Y  O N E  ·  S U R R E N D E R  A N D  E F F O R T

When Trying Makes It Worse
Most of life rewards effort. These paradoxes describe the one place where effort turns against
the person making it.

1
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IN  PLA IN  WORDS

Think of a woven finger trap. Pull hard and it tightens; ease in gently and it lets go. Or think
of quicksand, where thrashing only pulls you deeper. The work says the racing, anxious
noise inside a person that keeps him stuck behaves the same way. Trying to force it quiet
uses the very machinery that makes the noise.

GOING  DEEPER

Book Two puts it in three words: “Effort is throttle.” The reflex to try harder is natural and
honest. For this one problem, it feeds the thing it is trying to stop.

? A  QUEST ION  TO  S IT  WITH

What have you fought harder against, only to watch it grow?

A passage that fits: Galatians 3:3

The tool cannot fix itself
THE  ONE  TRYING THE  ONE  IN  THE  WAY

A person cannot free herself by effort, because she is the one doing it, the tool she is using, and
the one who needs to be freed.

“This is not a spiritual paradox dressed up to sound deep. It is a plain structural fact, and
it has a plain image. The instrument cannot operate on itself.”
THE  ANSWER  IS  NOT  THE  PERSON  (BOOK  TWO)

“She was pushing away the door with the hand she was using to knock.”
THE  ANSWER  IS  NOT  THE  PERSON  (BOOK  TWO)

IN  PLA IN  WORDS

A pair of scissors cannot cut itself. A knife cannot sharpen its own blade. The work says a
person trapped in this way is in the same position: every effort to get through comes from
the same self that is in the way. That is why each knock pushes the door a little more shut.

GOING  DEEPER

If the self cannot operate on itself, help has to come another way: from the trying running out,
or from outside the person. This is why the work points past self-improvement to grace.

? A  QUEST ION  TO  S IT  WITH

What have you been trying to fix with the very hands that are in the way?

A passage that fits: Romans 7:24-25

3
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Surrender is not a move
NO  MOVES  LEFT ONE  MOVE  OPEN

When a person has no moves left, one move is still open: the move that is not a move.

“That is surrender, and surrender is the one move available to a person who has no moves
left, because it is not a move at all. It is the ceasing of a move.”
THE  ANSWER  IS  NOT  THE  PERSON  (BOOK  TWO)

IN  PLA IN  WORDS

Picture a swimmer caught in a current he cannot beat. Fighting it wears him out. The work
says there is a pull toward God that is already there. Surrender adds no strength of its own.
It simply stops fighting the pull. That is why even a person with nothing left can still do it.

GOING  DEEPER

Book Two says what the soul brings: “The soul provides one thing only, and it is not strength. It
is the absence of resistance.” Surrender is open to everyone for the same reason it is hard: it
costs no strength, only the letting go of control.

? A  QUEST ION  TO  S IT  WITH

What would it mean to stop fighting the pull?

Cited in the work: 1 Timothy 6:16; John 12:32 A passage that fits: Psalm 131:2

The first proof, not the theorist
THE  BUILDER THE  FIRST  PROOF

The man who built the work is not its expert. He is its first test case.

“I am not the theorist of this work. I am its first proof. That is not humility. It is the plainest
fact I know.”
THE  ENTHEOS  PROJECT  (BOOK  THREE)

IN  PLA IN  WORDS

Most frameworks are written by experts who study a problem from the outside. This one
was lived from the inside first. He ran into every wall it describes before he drew the map.
That makes him the first evidence for the work, not its point.

4

2 F A M I L Y  T W O  ·  W E A K N E S S  A N D  S T R E N G T H

Strength Made Perfect in Weakness
The work was not built from a position of strength. These paradoxes describe how the wound
becomes the way in.

5
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GOING  DEEPER

The Telling says it in eight words: “I am the first proof, not the point.” The point is the people
the work exists to serve, and those already serving them.

? A  QUEST ION  TO  S IT  WITH

Whose life has convinced you of something more than any argument could?

A passage that fits: 1 Timothy 1:16

Keep it by giving it away
GIVE  IT  AWAY KEEP  IT

In most things, giving away means having less. In recovery, giving it away is how you keep it.

“It is not a tax on your healing. It is how you keep it.”
THE  ENTHEOS  PROJECT  (BOOK  THREE)

IN  PLA IN  WORDS

If you give away money, you have less money. Recovery runs the other way. The person who
reaches back to help the next one is not spending down his own healing. He is keeping it.
In recovery, this has long been called the sponsor’s paradox: you keep what you have by
giving it away.

GOING  DEEPER

Book One traces the idea to its source: “Recovery learned what Jesus taught: you keep what you
have by giving it away.” Reaching back is not a drain on healing. It is the practice that sustains
it.

? A  QUEST ION  TO  S IT  WITH

What have you kept by giving it away?

A passage that fits: Proverbs 11:25; Acts 20:35

Empty is where it starts
NEARLY  EMPTY NEAREST

The person who is nearly empty is not furthest from healing. He is nearest to it.

“He is the one who is almost empty, and empty is where this starts.”
THE  TRYING  RAN  OUT

“You are not the exception in that room. You are the reason the room exists.”
THE  TRYING  RAN  OUT

6
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IN  PLA IN  WORDS

We usually expect help to begin with the people who are closest to well. This work says the
opposite. If the turn comes when the trying runs out, then the person who has run out is
the one standing closest to it. The one nobody expected to make it is the reason the room is
there at all.

GOING  DEEPER

Depletion is not a disqualification in this work. It is the condition the turn requires. So the work
does not wait for a person to get better before it welcomes him.

? A  QUEST ION  TO  S IT  WITH

Who do you know who is nearly empty, and what if that is not the end of the story?

A passage that fits: Matthew 5:3

The hardest to reach are the mission
HARDEST  TO  REACH THE  MISSION

The people written off as exceptions are not the edge of the work. They are its center.

“The people hardest to reach are not the exception to the mission. They are the mission.”
THE  ANSWER  IS  NOT  THE  PERSON  (BOOK  TWO)

IN  PLA IN  WORDS

Most programs count success by the people they help easily, and the hardest cases get
labeled exceptions. This work turns that around. It was built for the person every other
door has closed on.

GOING  DEEPER

Book Two says it plainly: “A doctor is for the sick. A rescue is for the ones who cannot rescue
themselves.” If the image of God can be uncovered in the hardest ground, then the belief that
anyone is beyond reach has nowhere left to stand.

? A  QUEST ION  TO  S IT  WITH

Who have you quietly written off as an exception?

Cited in the work: Mark 2:17 A passage that fits: Luke 15:4-7

8
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Keep the walls, build the doors
KEEP  THE  WALLS BUILD  THE  DOORS

The wall between medicine, the church and recovery is what makes it safe for them to connect.

“The wall is not what keeps the three apart. It is what makes it safe for them to connect.”
THE  ANSWER  IS  NOT  THE  PERSON  (BOOK  TWO)

“The answer is not a lower wall. It is a wall kept on purpose, with an honest door cut
through it. Keep the walls. Build the doors.”
THE  TELLING

IN  PLA IN  WORDS

It seems natural to think the way to bring medicine, the church and recovery together is to
tear down the walls between them. The work says no. Each one does its job well because of
its own discipline. So the wall stays, on purpose, and an honest door is cut through it.

MEDICINE THE  CHURCH RECOVERY

THE  WALLS  STAY.  THE  PERSON  PASSES  THROUGH  THE  DOORS.

GOING  DEEPER

Only the person crosses through that door, and only with consent. Each side can trust the
others because none is asked to become the others. Book Three: “The clinic is never the
church, and the church is never the clinic.”

? A  QUEST ION  TO  S IT  WITH

Where would a clear limit make it safer to be open?

A passage that fits: Romans 12:4-5

3 F A M I L Y  T H R E E  ·  L I M I T S  A N D  O P E N N E S S

Keep the Walls, Build the Doors
It sounds as if limits and openness must be enemies. In this work, the right limit is what
makes openness safe.

9
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A ramp does not lower the standard
A  RAMP THE  SAME  STANDARD

Helping a person past a barrier does not lower the bar. It gets him to it.

“A ramp does not lower the standard of getting into the building. The standard is
unchanged: everyone comes in through the door.”
THE  ANSWER  IS  NOT  THE  PERSON  (BOOK  TWO)

IN  PLA IN  WORDS

A ramp does not change the rule for getting in. Everyone still comes in through the same
door. The ramp only removes a barrier between one person and that door. The work says
help for someone who cannot do what others can do is the same thing: a ramp, not a
rebuke.

GOING  DEEPER

The standard stays exactly where it was. What changes is whether the person who cannot climb
the steps is ever allowed to reach it.

? A  QUEST ION  TO  S IT  WITH

What would a ramp look like for someone who cannot climb the steps you climb?

A passage that fits: Hebrews 12:13

Naming the limit makes it trustworthy
NAME  THE  L IMIT EARN  THE  TRUST

Saying plainly where the evidence stops makes the case stronger, not weaker.

“That restraint is not a weakness in the account. It is the thing that makes the rest of the
account trustworthy.”
THE  ANSWER  IS  NOT  THE  PERSON  (BOOK  TWO)

IN  PLA IN  WORDS

We expect a strong argument to claim as much as it can. This work does the opposite. It
says plainly what is known, what is only likely, and what has not been tested. People who
have been sold certainty before learn to trust the voice that shows its limits.

10
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GOING  DEEPER

This is why the work grades its own evidence and never calls a thing proven before it is.
Honesty about the edges is what lets a reader trust the middle.

? A  QUEST ION  TO  S IT  WITH

Who do you trust more because they told you what they did not know?

A passage that fits: 2 Corinthians 4:2

Not broken, buried
NOT  BROKEN BURIED

The same suffering can be read two opposite ways. The work reads it as buried, not broken.

“You are not broken. You are buried. Those are opposite diagnoses. Broken has to be fixed,
or thrown away. Buried only has to be uncovered.”
THE  TELLING

IN  PLA IN  WORDS

Two people can look at the same suffering and give opposite verdicts. “Broken” means
something must be repaired or thrown away. “Buried” means the image of God in the
person is whole underneath, only covered over. The work says buried, and never
destroyed.

GOING  DEEPER

What covers a person is real, and it can do real harm. It never reaches the image beneath it.
That is why the work speaks of uncovering, not repairing.

? A  QUEST ION  TO  S IT  WITH

When you look at someone who is struggling, do you see broken, or buried?

A passage that fits: 2 Corinthians 4:7

4 F A M I L Y  F O U R  ·  I D E N T I T Y  A N D  T H E  S E L F

Who You Really Are
These paradoxes are about the person underneath the suffering, and why the work speaks of
uncovering rather than fixing.

12

Both Are True · The Paradoxes of the Work This is BGD. 10



Become who you always were
SOMEONE  NEW WHO  YOU  ALWAYS  WERE

Healing does not make a new person. It uncovers the one who was always there.

“You do not have to become someone new. You have to become who you have always
been.”
THE  ENTHEOS  PROJECT  (BOOK  THREE)

IN  PLA IN  WORDS

Most of us think getting well means turning into a different, better person. The work says
the opposite. The person God made was there all along, under everything that was piled
on. Healing is not building someone from scratch. It is finding the one who was buried.

GOING  DEEPER

Book One reads Scripture’s “new creation” the same way: “The new creation Paul describes is
not built from scratch. It is the original creation finally uncovered.”

? A  QUEST ION  TO  S IT  WITH

What would it mean to stop trying to become someone else?

Cited in the work: Colossians 3:9-10 A passage that fits: 2 Corinthians 5:17

The world adds; God subtracts
THE  WORLD  ADDS GOD  SUBTRACTS

Healing does not add something new to a person. It removes what never belonged.

“The world adds. God subtracts. You arrived complete. Life piled debris on top.”
ARCHAEOLOGY  OF  THE  SOUL  (BOOK  ONE)

IN  PLA IN  WORDS

Most self-help adds something: a new habit, a new technique, a new program. This work
says healing is mostly removal. Like a sculptor freeing a figure from a block of stone, the
work takes away what was piled on, and the person who was there all along comes into
view.

GOING  DEEPER

The Theology of Time says it this way: “The barrier is sediment, not substance. What was
deposited over time can be removed.” The work calls this the Art of Subtraction.

? A  QUEST ION  TO  S IT  WITH

What has been piled on that was never yours to carry?

Cited in the work: Hebrews 12:1; Ephesians 4:22; Colossians 3:8 A passage that fits: Isaiah 1:25

13
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The armor that saved you
IT  SAVED  YOU IT  HOLDS  YOU

What once kept a person alive can later keep him from living.

“What once protected you is now suffocating you. What once saved your life is now
preventing you from living.”
ARCHAEOLOGY  OF  THE  SOUL  (BOOK  ONE)

IN  PLA IN  WORDS

A habit built to survive a hard season, such as staying always on guard or never asking for
help, may truly have saved a life. Years later the danger is gone, but the habit keeps
running. The same armor that protected the person now holds him down.

GOING  DEEPER

The work never shames the armor. Book Three: “Do not be ashamed of it. It is not weakness. It
is proof that your mind fought to keep you alive.” The armor is honored first, and then it is
taken off.

? A  QUEST ION  TO  S IT  WITH

What once kept you safe that may now be keeping you from living?

A passage that fits: 1 Samuel 17:38-39

The answer is not the person
THE  BLOCK  WAS  REAL IT  WAS  NOT  THE  PERSON

The block was real, and it was not the person.

“The obstruction was never the person. It was the position the person could not stop
standing in.”
THE  ANSWER  IS  NOT  THE  PERSON  (BOOK  TWO)

IN  PLA IN  WORDS

When help fails again and again, the easy conclusion is that the person is the problem. The
work says the block was real, but it was a position, not a person: a place the person could
not stop standing in. That changes everything about what help should look like.

15
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GOING  DEEPER

A verdict ends the search. A finding starts one. The work replaces the verdict on the person
with a finding about where the person is standing.

? A  QUEST ION  TO  S IT  WITH

When help has failed, where was the blame placed?

A passage that fits: Romans 8:1

A lie with three witnesses
THREE  WITNESSES ONE  MISTAKE

When three separate judges agree, we call it proof. Here, their agreement is one mistake
repeated.

“The very independence of the systems, the thing that should have revealed the seam,
instead certifies the lie.”
THE  ANSWER  IS  NOT  THE  PERSON  (BOOK  TWO)

“It is not proof. It is one reflex wearing three uniforms.”
THE  TRYING  RAN  OUT

IN  PLA IN  WORDS

Normally, if three separate experts agree, we trust the answer. The work describes
medicine, the church and recovery each reaching the same conclusion about the person
who did not get well: the failure must be in him. Because all three share one blind spot,
their agreement is not proof. It is the same error seen three times.

GOING  DEEPER

Each system placed the failure in the person rather than at the edge of its own reach. The work
calls the space between the three systems a seam, and says the person fell through it.

? A  QUEST ION  TO  S IT  WITH

When everyone agrees, how would you know if they share the same blind spot?

A passage that fits: Deuteronomy 19:15

Bounded wound, unbounded mercy
A  FEW  GENERATIONS A  THOUSAND

Harm runs down a family line for a few generations. Mercy runs down the same line to a
thousand.

“The mercy reaches a thousand. The wound is bounded. The healing is not.”
THE  ANSWER  IS  NOT  THE  PERSON  (BOOK  TWO)

17
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IN  PLA IN  WORDS

Harm can be passed down a family line. Scripture speaks of three or four generations of it,
and of mercy to a thousand. The work notices that the same line which carried harm can
carry healing, so one person’s healing can change the starting point for every life after it on
that line.

GOING  DEEPER

The wound and the mercy are not equal and opposite. The wound has a limit. The mercy, as
Scripture describes it, does not.

? A  QUEST ION  TO  S IT  WITH

What could change for the lives after yours if the healing starts with you?

Cited in the work: Exodus 20:5-6 A passage that fits: Romans 5:20

He can reach in
UNAPPROACHABLE HE  APPROACHES

The God no one can approach is the God who approaches.

“We cannot reach out. At the bottom, no one can. He can reach in.”
THE  ANSWER  IS  NOT  THE  PERSON  (BOOK  TWO)

IN  PLA IN  WORDS

Scripture describes God as dwelling in “unapproachable light.” Yet the heart of the gospel
is that this God approaches. At the bottom, a person cannot climb out. The good news is
not that we finally climb. It is that He reaches in.

GOING  DEEPER

The Telling: “You do not have to climb out. At the bottom, no one can. The whole of the good
news is that God reaches in.” A faith built on climbing fails exactly the person whose strength is
gone.

? A  QUEST ION  TO  S IT  WITH

Have you been trying to climb out of something no one can climb out of?

Cited in the work: 1 Timothy 6:16; Colossians 1:13; John 12:32; Philippians 2 A passage that fits: Luke 19:10

5 F A M I L Y  F I V E  ·  G O D  N E A R  A N D  B E Y O N D

The God Who Reaches In
These paradoxes are about how a God beyond all reach comes near, and when.

19
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Darkest before the breakthrough
DARKEST CLOSEST

The moment that feels furthest from healing may be the closest to it.

“The old patterns are at their loudest precisely when they are about to lose their grip.”
ARCHAEOLOGY  OF  THE  SOUL  (BOOK  ONE)

IN  PLA IN  WORDS

When something is about to change, the old patterns often fight hardest. That is why the
worst stretch can come right before the turn. Looking back on his own, he writes: “I was
closer than I had ever been, and I had no way of knowing it.”

GOING  DEEPER

Book One: “the darkest point often comes right before the breakthrough.” This is no promise
that every dark season ends soon. It is a warning not to read the loudest noise as the final word,
and a reason to keep going when everything says stop.

? A  QUEST ION  TO  S IT  WITH

Could the loudest stretch be the one right before the turn?

Cited in the work: 2 Corinthians 4:8-9 A passage that fits: Psalm 30:5

Be still, then know
BE  STILL THEN  KNOW

“Be still, and know” is a command with a promise inside it. For the person who cannot be still,
the promise is blocked at the first step.

“She has been trying to obey the second half of a command she was never able to start.”
THE  ANSWER  IS  NOT  THE  PERSON  (BOOK  TWO)

IN  PLA IN  WORDS

Psalm 46:10 says, “Be still, and know that I am God.” Many people read that as one
instruction. The work reads it as two steps in order: stillness first, then knowing. For
someone whose mind cannot be still, the promise is not refused. It is blocked at the first
step.

20
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GOING  DEEPER

This is why the work says such a person is owed a ramp, not a rebuke. Telling her to try harder
to know God skips the step she could never take. The promise stays whole. What she needs is
help with the first step.

? A  QUEST ION  TO  S IT  WITH

What would help you, or someone you love, take the first step of being still?

Cited in the work: Psalm 46:10 A passage that fits: Isaiah 30:15

Kairos within chronos
CHRONOS KAIROS

Healing moves through ordinary time, step by step, and it turns on one appointed moment.

“Formation lives at the meeting of these two. Healing unfolds in chronos, stage by stage, in
proper sequence. It turns on kairos, the appointed moment when a person is ready for
what comes next.”
THE  THEOLOGY  OF  TIME

IN  PLA IN  WORDS

The Greek of the New Testament uses two main words for time. Chronos is clock time:
days, seasons, steps taken in order. Kairos is the right moment, the appointed time.
Healing needs both: the steps in their order, and the readiness for each one.

GOING  DEEPER

Neither kind of time alone explains a restored life. The order of the work honors chronos. The
readiness for each step honors kairos.

? A  QUEST ION  TO  S IT  WITH

Are you rushing the steps, or waiting for a moment that needs the steps first?

Cited in the work: Ecclesiastes 3; Galatians 4:4; Hebrews 1:1-2; 2 Peter 3:8; Psalm 90:4

A passage that fits: Mark 1:15

6 F A M I L Y  S I X  ·  T I M E  A N D  C H A N G E

Sudden and Slow
These paradoxes are about time: how change can be both slow and sudden, and how God
works in both kinds of time.
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The Author stepped into time
OUTSIDE  TIME INSIDE  IT

The One who made time entered it.

“He authored the river, then stepped into it.”
THE  THEOLOGY  OF  TIME

IN  PLA IN  WORDS

An author stands outside the story he writes. The Christian claim is that the One who made
time stepped into it, as a man, at a real point in history. God’s greatness and His nearness
do not compete.

GOING  DEEPER

Hebrews says the ages were made through the Son, and that God has spoken through Him “in
these last days.” He is before time and within it.

? A  QUEST ION  TO  S IT  WITH

What changes if the One who made time has stepped into yours?

Cited in the work: Hebrews 1:1-2; Colossians 1:16-17; Revelation 1:8; Exodus 3:14

A passage that fits: Philippians 2:6-7

Sudden change, slowly prepared
SUDDEN SLOWLY  PREPARED

The turn can happen in an instant, after a long time of hidden preparation.

“It does not come all at once. For a long time the sky is completely dark. Then, so slowly
you almost miss it, the black thins to blue, the blue to gray, a faint glow builds at the edge
of the horizon so dim you wonder if you are imagining it, and then in a single instant the
edge of the sun breaks the line and everything is flooded with light.”
THE  ENTHEOS  PROJECT  (BOOK  THREE)

IN  PLA IN  WORDS

People argue about whether real change happens suddenly or slowly. The work says both,
like a sunrise. The dark lasts a long time, then thins so slowly you almost miss it. Then, in
one instant, the sun breaks the horizon.

23

24

Both Are True · The Paradoxes of the Work This is BGD. 17



A  LONG,  SLOW  THINNING  OF  THE  DARK ONE  INSTANT

GOING  DEEPER

In the work, the slow turn and the sudden turn are the same shape walked at different speeds.
A sudden turn is not a shortcut. It is a long preparation that finally shows.

? A  QUEST ION  TO  S IT  WITH

Where might the dark already be thinning?

A passage that fits: Habakkuk 2:3

Carried across, not pushed
NO  FORCE CARRIED  ACROSS

Once the barrier is low enough, an ordinary day carries a person across, without force.

“Reduce the load that deepened the well, add input that flattens the hill, and a state that
could not be forced across for years is lifted across almost quietly, because the crossing
was never a matter of force.”
THE  ANSWER  IS  NOT  THE  PERSON  (BOOK  TWO)

IN  PLA IN  WORDS

Picture a ball resting in one of two valleys, with a hill between them. Pushing the ball over
the hill takes great force. If the hill wears down, an ordinary bump on an ordinary day rolls
the ball into the other valley. The work uses this picture from physics for how a life can
turn.

STUCK TURNED

THE  HILL ,  BEFORE

DASHED:  THE  HILL ,  LOWERED
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GOING  DEEPER

The book calls each valley a “well.” In the physics, the time it takes to cross falls steeply as the
hill gets lower. The work uses the physics only where the shape truly matches, and it says the
model is still to be tested.

? A  QUEST ION  TO  S IT  WITH

What is the hill in your life, and what might lower it?

A passage that fits: Isaiah 40:4

Durable work, dated founder
DURABLE  WORK DATED  FOUNDER

The man who carries the work built it so that it would not need him.

“The architecture is durable. I am dated. The work continues past me, because it was
never mine to begin with.”
THE  ENTHEOS  PROJECT  (BOOK  THREE)

IN  PLA IN  WORDS

Much work depends on the one who started it. This work was built not to. It sets its own
test: whether it lasts after the man who carries it.

GOING  DEEPER

He describes the work as received, not invented, and so not his to hold onto. A work that
belongs to its truth, and not to its founder, should be able to stand without him.

? A  QUEST ION  TO  S IT  WITH

What are you carrying that is not yours to keep?

A passage that fits: John 3:30

I N  C L O S I N G

Holding both

A paradox asks you to hold two true things at once without letting go of either one. That is hard. It
is easier to grab one side and drop the other: to say effort is everything, or that effort is nothing;
that a person is broken, or that nothing is wrong at all.

7 F A M I L Y  S E V E N  ·  O W N E R S H I P  A N D  S T E W A R D S H I P

The Work Outlives the Worker
The last paradox is about the work itself, and the man who carries it.
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The people this work serves have often been handed one side of a truth and told it was the whole
thing. Try harder. Pray harder. Comply. When that half-truth failed them, the failure was placed
on them.

The paradoxes in this guide are the other half of the truth, set back beside the first. They do not
ask you to believe anything. Each one is laid out with its source, so you can read it, test it against
your own life, and judge for yourself.

One more thing to notice. Several of these paradoxes have a shape you can draw. Some of them
have a shape that can be measured.

These are not clever sayings. They are the shape of a life that was dug out from under the
rubble, and the shape of the work built from it.

Both are true.

T H I S  I S  B G D .
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